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of space, however, and some doubt as to the direct
bearing of the last-named discoveries on the subject 1
have in hand, warn me to forbear. One point, how-
ever, remains, which is too intimately connected with
my subject to be passed over.

I refer to the sun's corona.     +

It has been proved that the solar prominences con-
sist of glowing vapours, hydrogen being "their chief
constituent. It has been found also, by comparing
Mr. Lockyer's observations of the prominence-spectra
with Dr. Frankland's elaborate researches into the
peculiarities presented by the spectrum of hydrogen at
different pressures, that even in the very neighbourhood
of the solar photosphere, these vapours probably exist
at a pressure so moderate as to indicate that tlie limits
of the sun's vaporous envelope cannot lie very far
(relatively) from the outer solar cloud-layer.

Now the solar corona has been seen, during total
eclipses of the sun, to extend to a distance at least equal
to the sun's diameter from the eclipsed orb. So that,,
assuming the corona to be a solar atmosphere, it would
have a depth of about 850,000 miles, and being also
drawn towards the sun by his enormous attractive
energy (exceeding more than twenty-seven times that
of the earth), it could not fail to exert a pressure on his
surface exceeding many thousand-fold that of our air
upon the earth. In fact, such an atmosphere, let its
outermost layers be as rare as we can conceive, would
yet have its lowerdayers absolutely liquified, if not soli-
dified, by the enormous pressure to which they would